How to be a totally “pawsome” reader

Year 2 Key Reading Skills

After reading any book or text, your
teachers or parents might ask you five
different types of questions, based on
what you have read.

Meet the Reading Skills Pups
who will help you to answer
each different type of
question…

Vocabulary Questions
with Vocabulary Victor
Vocabulary Victor will
help you to look at
how authors and poets
have chosen to use
certain words and
sentences.

Retrieval Questions
with Rex Retriever
Rex
help
into
find

Retriever will
you to go
a text and
the facts.

Sequence Questions
with Sequencing Suki
Sequencing Suki
likes everything in
order! She will
help you to
sequence the
events in a text
into the order that
they happened.

Inference Questions
with Inference Iggy
Inference Iggy will
help you to hunt for
clues in a text,
about how someone
might be feeling or
why something is
happening. He is our
reading detective.

Prediction Questions
with Predicting Pip
Predicting Pip
tries to see
the future and
she will help
you to work
out what
might happen
next.

Now, let’s read a passage of writing…

Once you have read and
understood the text, your new
doggy friends will help you to
answer some questions based
upon it…

The magical doll
Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm and bright, all
year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little girl; but in her country it
was not strange at all, and her mother thought it was the sweetest name a little girl ever had.
She and her mother lived all alone in an old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow
street. They were very poor, and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing
clothes and scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So
you see, Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings except for a very
old, very ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one day. But there was a small
round hole in the wall at the back of her yard and when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes
close to the hole, she could see the green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers,
and even hear the water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking
in the garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Vocabulary question
Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm
and bright, all year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little
girl; but in her country it was not strange at all, and her mother thought it was
the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She and her mother lived all alone in an
old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. They were very poor,
and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes and
scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So
you see, Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings
except for a very old, very ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one
day. But there was a small round hole in the wall at the back of her yard and
when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the hole, she could see the
green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even hear the
water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in
the garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Can you find two adjectives
that the author has used to
describe Piccola’s only toy?

She had no playthings except for a very
old, very ragged doll that her mother had
found in the street one day.

Can you find two adjectives that the author
has used to describe Piccola’s only toy?

Can you remember what adjectives are? Can
you spot them?
The author has used the adjectives old and
ragged to describe the toy doll.

Retrieval question
Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm
and bright, all year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little
girl; but in her country it was not strange at all, and her mother thought it was
the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She and her mother lived all alone in an
old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. They were very poor,
and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes and
scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So
you see, Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings
except for a very old, very ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one
day. But there was a small round hole in the wall at the back of her yard and
when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the hole, she could see the
green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even hear the
water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in
the garden. Until one day, when that changed.

What does Piccola’s mother
do to earn money?

They were very poor, and the mother
was away from home almost every day,
washing clothes and scrubbing floors,
and working hard to earn money for her
little girl and herself.
What does Piccola’s mother do to
earn money?
For a retrieval question, you just
need to go into the text and grab
the information.
Piccola’s mother worked hard
washing clothes and scrubbing
floors to earn money.

Sequencing question
Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm
and bright, all year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little
girl; but in her country it was not strange at all, and her mother thought it was
the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She and her mother lived all alone in an
old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. They were very poor,
and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes and
scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So
you see, Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings
except for a very old, very ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one
day. But there was a small round hole in the wall at the back of her yard and
when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the hole, she could see the
green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even hear the
water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in
the garden. Until one day, when that changed.

What is the first thing
that you find out about
Piccola?

Piccola lived in Italy, where the
oranges grow, and where all the
year the sun shines warm and
bright.

What is the first thing that you
find out about Piccola?
Sometimes, to answer sequencing
questions, you need to look back
at a particular part of a text.
What fact do you find out about
Piccola right at the beginning of
the story?
The first thing that we find out
about Piccola is that she lived in
Italy.

Inference question
Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm
and bright, all year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little
girl; but in her country it was not strange at all, and her mother thought it was
the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She and her mother lived all alone in an
old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. They were very poor,
and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes and
scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So
you see, Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings
except for a very old, very ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one
day. But there was a small round hole in the wall at the back of her yard and
when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the hole, she could see the
green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even hear the
water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in
the garden. Until one day, when that changed.

How do you think Piccola felt
when her mother was out
working?

…mother was away from home almost every day…
…Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time…
…she had no playthings…

How do you think Piccola felt when mother was out
working?
This is all about looking for clues in the text and trying
to think about how you might feel if you were in
Piccola’s situation.
I think that she felt lonely and bored because she had
nothing to do and no one to play with.
Iggy’s Top Tip: Try to add the linking word
‘because’ to your answer.

Prediction question
Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm
and bright, all year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little
girl; but in her country it was not strange at all, and her mother thought it was
the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She and her mother lived all alone in an
old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. They were very poor,
and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes and
scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So
you see, Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings
except for a very old, very ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one
day. But there was a small round hole in the wall at the back of her yard and
when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the hole, she could see the
green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even hear the
water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in
the garden. Until one day, when that changed.

What do you think will
happen next?

She had never before seen
any one walking in the
garden. Until one day, when
that changed.
What do you think will happen next?
Using your prediction skills is about
finding all of the clues to make a
sensible guess about what might
happen next. Can you think of your
own answers that fit into these
sentences?
• I think that when…
•

might happen because…

Pip’s Top Tip: Try to add a linking word like ‘so’, ‘when’,
‘because’ or ‘if’ to your answer.

Your turn!

Top tips
1. Try to read for 5-10 minutes every day.
2. Use your Reading Pups bookmark to help you to
think of questions to ask when you read
together.

3. Keep practicing all 5 reading skills! Try to
complete one of the 60-second reading challenges
every week.
4. Remember to ENJOY reading!

Fur-well my fantastic readers…

You’ve been totally pawsome today!

Thank you for
coming!
Any questions?

